
MOUNT LAUREL FIRE DISTRICT #1

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

October 18, 2021

Fire Department Headquarters Station

Meeting Minutes #12

IN ATTENDANCE:

1. Commissioner Cornue

2. Commissioner Roura

3. Commissioner Ridenour (Joined meeting at 7:08 PM via Zoom)

4. Commissioner Shestack

5. Commissioner Logel

6. Chief of Department Burnett

7. Deputy Chief Pine (Administration)

8. Solicitor Braslow (via Zoom)

NOT IN ATTENDANCE:

1. Deputy Chief Evans (Operations)

The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Shestack at 7:00 PM.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a moment of silence observed.

Public announcements were read by Commissioner Cornue.

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution #2021-32 “Appointment of Kathleen Logel to Open Fire Commissioner Vacancy for Mount Laurel Fire District

#1”  Motion made by Commissioner Roura and seconded by Commissioner Cornue to approve

the resolution.  The motion was approved.

SWEARING IN:

Commissioner Shestack issued the Oath of Office to newly appointed Fire Commissioner Kathleen Logel.

PUBLIC HEARING ON 2022 CAPITAL BUDGET: (This special meeting was advertised and posted in accordance with

the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A: 14-84.)

Motion made by Commissioner Cornue and seconded by Commissioner Roura to open the Special Public Hearing on the 2022

Capital Budget.  The motion was approved.

Purpose: To consider adoption of the fire district capital budget for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2022 for Mount Laurel

Fire District #1.

Discussion and Comments by Board:

DC Pine gave an overview of expected expenditures for the department which include upgrading bathrooms and showers at 69

Elbo Lane/363 location, which could cost approximately 300K.  He also stated, in regard to facilities, there are much needed

improvements to be done that involve exterior repairs on the Elbo Lane location.  These  include replacement windows, brick

work, caulking and other smaller issues.  DC Pine stated that the projected expenditure amount could then be raised to roughly
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500K.  He also stated that a purchase of two 4X4 support vehicles could be needed but this is still in discussion by Chief Burnett

and his administrative staff.  He continued to state that equipment purchases might be needed as well, i.e portable radios and

water rescue equipment.  DC Pine will keep the board updated on the status of any of these potential purchases.

Comments and questions from public regarding the proposed capital plan: None

Final Discussion and Comments by the  Board: None

A motion was made by Commissioner Roura and seconded by Commissioner Cornue to approve the 2022 Capital Budget.  A roll

call vote was conducted by the Secretary with all Board members voting unanimous in favor of the budget.

A motion was made by Commissioner Roura and seconded by Commissioner Cornue to close the Public Hearing on the 2022

Capital Budget.  The motion was unanimously approved.

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SPECIAL (LOSAP)  MEETING: (This special meeting was advertised and posted in accordance

with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A: 14-84)

Motion made by Commissioner Roura and seconded by Commissioner Cornue to open the Special LOSAP meeting.  The motion

was approved.

Purpose: To consider adoption of the Fire District proposed LOSAP amendments for Mt. Laurel Fire District #1.

Discussion and Comments by the Board:

The board stated they approve of the new changes in the LOSAP which were long overdue.  Chief Burnett stated that he worked

with Captain Einstein and Lieutenant Brooks on this update and these changes would help the retention of volunteers in the

future.  Commissioner Shestack agreed as well as the other board members.

Comments and questions from the public regarding the proposed changes to the LOSAP program: None

Final Discussion and Comments by the Board: None

A motion was made by Commissioner Roura and seconded by Commissioner Cornue to close the Public Hearing on the Special

(LOSAP) meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved.

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS: (Continued)

Resolution #2021-33 “Resolution Amending the Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP) for the Mount Laurel Fire

District #1”   Motion made by Commissioner Roura and seconded by Commissioner Cornue to

approve the resolution.  The motion was unanimously approved.

Resolution #2021-34 “Resolution Amending Administrative Policy #04-044 Volunteer Stipend Program”  Motion was

Commissioner Roura and seconded by Commissioner Cornue to approve the resolution.  The

motion was unanimously approved.

Resolution #2021-35 “2022 Fire District Budget Resolution Mount Laurel Fire District #1 Fiscal Year:  From January 1,

2022 to December 31, 2022”  Motion made by Commissioner Roura and seconded by

Commissioner Cornue to approve the resolution.  A roll call vote was conducted by the Secretary

with four board members (Commissioners Shestack, Cornue, Roura and Ridenour)  voting in favor

of the resolution.  Commissioner Logel abstained.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:

A motion was made by Commissioner Cornue and seconded by Commissioner Roura to approve the October 4, 2021 Special

Meeting Minutes.  The motion was approved.  Commissioner Logel abstained.
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FINANCIAL MATTERS:

Commissioner Roura made a motion to approve the October Bill List of $426,082.26.  The motion was seconded by

Commissioner Cornue.  The motion was approved.

MONTHLY REPORT BY DEPUTY CHIEF-ADMINISTRATION:

Deputy Chief Pine stated the next meeting of the public hearing will be advertised before November 5, 2021.

MONTHLY REPORT BY CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT:

Chief Burnett stated that due to the ongoing pandemic, fire prevention night was canceled this year and he hopes to resume this

event in 2022.  Chief Burnett did state that in lieu of the fire prevention night, we conducted a fire prevention poster contest with

the school district, grades K-8.  He gave specifics on the contest and invited any board members to attend the ceremony

honoring the winners of each category.  The winners of each category were awarded prizes - (1st place winners received a

Kindle, 2nd and 3rd place winners received Amazon gift cards).

He also stated that Chief Evans was not in attendance due to the reading of the local ordinance at the town council meeting

being held this evening.  Fire Marshal McVey is also in attendance at this meeting. The second reading will take place in the

upcoming weeks in which Chief Burnett will attend.

Chief Burnett stated that meetings are taking place to review new software that would improve our inspection process.  He will

keep the board updated on any final decision that is made.

Chief Burnett stated that the Masonville deed search is still ongoing and will keep the board updated on any progress.

Chief Burnett stated that the labor management meetings are going well and will keep the board updated on any developments

that occur in the future.

Chief Burnett also updated the board that policy and guidelines are being reviewed and revised and will be an ongoing process

in the future.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Deputy Chief Pine gave an update on buildings and grounds stating the kitchen drain at the Masonville location is having issues

and some re-plumbing might be required.  He also stated that wall mounted fans will be installed in the mechanics shop due to

excessive heat issues during the warmer months.  Deputy Chief Pine also stated that with the delivery of the new trucks, new

exhaust systems will be installed to help alleviate any issues.

Deputy Chief PIne stated they will not be replacing any generators at the Masonville location in the near future.  Lieutenant

Vanselous, a licensed electrician, gave his professional opinion that he believes the issues in question can be worked around so

we can extend the life of the present generator. He also stated that a recent quote from a contractor concurred with Lieutenant

Vanselous.

Deputy Chief PIne gave an update on the gym flooring at the Masonville location.  He stated that new flooring will be installed by

the end of year.  The possibility of the E-One engine being located at this location is still in discussion. This would minimize some

of the gym space currently in place.

Commissioner Ridenour requested Deputy Chief Pine to look into the feasibility of installing a split system air conditioning unit in

the mechanics shop in addition to the installation of the wall mounted fans.  Deputy Chief Pine stated that the vertical space

would be difficult to cool.  It was discussed that perhaps a portable air conditioning system would be feasible as well.  Any

information researched will be brought to the board's attention.

OTHER MATTERS: None

10/18/21 Meeting Minutes 3



COMMENTS OF FIRE DISTRICT PROFESSIONALS:

Solicitor Braslow updated the board on a meeting he had with Assemblywoman Carol Murphy, in which Chief Burnett attended as

well.  He stated that the topics discussed were prevailing wage issues, hydrants ,and capital voting.  He stated it was a

productive meeting and she committed to assist the district as much as possible.

COMMENTS OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS:

The commissioners all extended their good wishes and welcomed new Commissioner Kathleen Logel to the board.  They all look

forward to a great working relationship.

Commissioner Logel expressed her appreciation to the board for the opportunity to serve the community of Mount Laurel.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Captain Einstein wanted to confirm the LOSAP adjustments will be retroactive to which Commissioner Shestack did confirm it

was.  Captain Einstein stated  two firefighters were qualified to drive the apparatus.  He also stated two more are in line to be

qualified as well.

CLOSED SESSION: None

A motion was made by Commissioner  Roura and seconded by Commissioner Cornue to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was

approved.

THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 7:47 PM.
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